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letters were also seized, and additional proof thus
secured. She was arraigned before a commission
of peers at Fotheringay, unanimously found guilty
upon all counts, and condemned to death. Still
nearly four months elapsed before Elizabeth could
bring herself to take the irrevocable step of sign-
ing the necessary warrant. At last she did so ;
Burleigh and Walsingham hurriedly despatched it to
Fotheringay, and two days after the signature had
been obtained Mary was beheaded in Fotheringay
Castle. With almost her last breath she bequeathed
her rights to the English throne and the task of
avenging her death to Philip of Spain (1587).

It is no wonder that the picture of a beautiful
queen, led forth to execution on a cold, grey winter's
morning, should excite much pity, or that Elizabeth
should be assailed with invective as the murderer
of her guest. And for this pity there is some real
ground. Mary was to a great extent the victim
of circumstances. Educated in a foreign country,
in a land, moreover, of polished manners and
arbitrary government, she was called upon, at a
time of grave difficulty, to rule a rough and in-
dependent people of whose character and ideas she
was hopelessly ignorant. From the very day of her
arrival in Scotland she was treated with a lack of
respect and consideration which almost forced her
to retaliate. Those objects which she had been
taught to regard with veneration were ridiculed in
her very presence, and she was obliged to submit
to being called an idolatress and to being lectured
on her incapacity and superstition by the con-